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Stewardship Report 2016  

Last week was a great gospel on stewardship and I 

preached about being “all in” for God. And one way to discern 

if we are “all in” for God is to ask ourselves four questions 

regarding good stewardship: 

1. Do I receive God’s gifts gratefully? Am I thankful for 
everything God has given me? And how do I show him? 
 

2. Do I nurture God’s gifts responsibly? 

3. Do I share God’s gifts generously? 

4. Do I return God’s gifts to Him with increase? 

This weekend at all Masses, I am giving the annual 

stewardship report. Some pastors don’t care to give the 

stewardship report in their parish. I’m not one of them, because 

I consider myself “all in.” I give my time, the best of my ability, 

and I tithe my income. Ten percent of my income comes right 

back to St. Mary of the Lakes. When you get home, do some 

quick math and determine what percentage you give back to 

God by giving to His Church? 

Another change I am making with regard to my 

stewardship of time is changing my day off from Thursday to 

Friday. Priests only get one and I need to take one; but I also 

need another night in the parish and there are some school 
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events I missed last year, so I’m hoping that a Friday day off 

during the school year, and a Thursday day off during the 

summer will make better use of my time. 

I will also apologize for the timing of this report, if this is 

the weekend you were finally able to bring someone you’ve 

wanted to bring to Church for some time now, and you finally 

got them here, and boom. All he talks about is money! Not the 

case, Those who are here every week knows he talks about 

money the weekend of the Stewardship Report, and the 

weekend of the Catholic Annual Appeal, and that’s it. It’s my 

job. However, the priest acts in persona Christi, in the “person 

of Christ.” This year, we are reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

An average of one in every seven verses in the Gospel of 

Luke, Jesus talks about money. Jesus talks about money more 

than he talks about heaven and hell combined. So if you go by 

the motto, “Do as Jesus did,” Jesus talked about money. 

There is much to talk about this year as so much as 

happened as far as new initiatives: 

Hiring a minister of marketing and evangelization and all that 

she has accomplished: 

 Branding the parish 

 Flipping the parish website 
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 Increasing SML’s presence on every social media venue 

Starting new ministries: 

 A first ever leadership summit 

 A Parish Pastoral Council 

 75
th
 Anniversary Council 

 Emergency Operations Council 

 Children’s Church 

 Children’s Masses 

 Young Adult Ministry 

 Seniors Ministry 

 Christ Life Small Group Ministry 

 Semi-annual scripture studies  

Considerable amount of capital improvements to increase our 

curb appeal evangelization: 

 Removing the diseased pine trees 

 Landscaping the front, the back, and sides of the church 
and the rectory, with another phase this fall and a third 
phase this spring 
 

 Lighting the Ten Commandments and the US Flag 

 Repaving the side and parking lot entrances to the church 

 Painting the exterior of the church 
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 Painting the parking lot and side entrances and 

confessionals 

 Replating the appointments on the altar 

 Replacing the prayer candle stands 

 Flipping the sacristy 

 Replacing the sacrarium 

 Deep clean the ceiling of the church 

 Remodeling of the parish offices 

 We’ve been busy, thanks to the generosity of the 

parishioners. You will recall when I arrived, SML was running 

in the red. We were using reserves for operating expenses, 

and everyone knows that’s a no no. 

 To that end, we had a very successful increased offertory 

campaign. I received some hate letters from parishioners in 

response, calling me everything but a child of God, but most of 

you stepped up to the plate and increased your gift so all these 

upgrades could be made, and reserves could be replenished. 

 Due to the time, I’d like to review the reports that are 

provided for you in the pews, but before I do, I would like to 

thank the members of the Parish Finance Council: 

chairman Pat Kiernan, and members:  

Stephen Bill 
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David Fasanella 

Holy Hicks 

Kevin Loughlin 

Art Macauley 

Mike Maher 

Graham McFarland 

Jerry Oyen 

who is very instrumental in the school budget. 

In addition, I’d like to thank parish staff members: 

Father Carlos,  

Business Administrator Susan Kraemer 

and Bookkeeper Harry Meshirer. 

It is always a good budgeting practice to budget income 

low and budget expenses are budgeted as “actuals” when we 

know what is “actual,” and on the higher side when we’re not 

sure. It makes good sense. 

Begin with Church; move to School. 

 The biggest challenge we face at SMLS is the same with 

schools, both parochial and public, across the country, an 

external force of declining enrollment. This is a national trend 

for Catholic Schools, and a state trend for all schools, both 

parochial and public. At Back to School nights this past 
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Wednesday and Thursday, I gave thorough presentations to 

parents regarding this trend, explaining that all sending districts 

to SMLS are experiencing declines in enrollment and the 

Lenape High School District has the fourth highest decline in 

enrollment in the state. In addition, Burlington County Catholic 

schools, for some reason, pay $1,000 less in tuition per 

student than Catholic schools in Mercer, Monmouth and Ocean 

Counties. To address this challenge, I have formed a school 

finance subcouncil comprised of: Father Carlos, Nina Hoover, 

our principal, Susan Kraemer, our business administrator, 

PPC, FC, SB, EC, including two faculty members and six 

school parents. We are looking at every option to develop a 

sustainable financial model for the school. 

When I came to St. Mary of the Lakes, I said, “I will never 

ask you to do something that I’m not willing to do myself, and I 

will never ask you to work harder than I am willing to work 

myself.”  

FAITH TO MOVE MOUNTAINS 

As some of you may have heard, the Diocese of Trenton 

is in the midst of a historic $75 million endowment campaign, 

entitled Faith to Move Mountains, to secure the funds needed 
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to invest in our growing needs and enable our Church to build 

and flourish for generations to come. 

Since the campaign began in the fall of 2014, nearly $50 

million has been raised to date from just over have of the 

parishes in our Diocese! 

Faith to Move Mountains will also provide St. Mary of the 

Lakes with an opportunity to address our own local parish 

needs.  While we have been blessed in many ways, I, along 

with members of our consultative bodies, namely, the Finance 

Council, Pastoral Council, School Board, and 75th Anniversary 

Council, have identified areas in critical need of attention, 

renovation, and upgrading to accommodate our large 

congregation. These needs include: 

 Creation of an Adoration Chapel. 

 renovating our sanctuary and reredos, installing a new 

security system and possibly upgrading our stained glass 

windows 

 Improving the overall life of the parish by renovating the 

offices, upgrading the Emmaus Center into a multipurpose 

room to provide additional meeting rooms,  

 and replacing the HVAC system in the Rectory, Parish 

Offices, and Church. 
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 Securing funds for Catholic education that would be used 

to underwrite projected capital maintenance needs in the 

School such as the roof, carpeting, windows, HVAC, etc. 

In addition, we would have the ability to increase available 

funds for other areas of Catholic education throughout the 

parish for all ministries and formation programs associated 

with Religious Education and Adult Faith Formation. 

In order to properly plan for this effort, I am seeking advice and 

input from all parishioners to assess the potential support of 

these projects through a parish-wide study. 

As more details are shared in the coming weeks, everyone 

will be asked to share their feedback.  This is an opportunity for 

each of you to reflect and share your thoughts on our parish 

and our future plans. 

The study will ultimately determine the financial feasibility 

of our parish to raise the necessary funds for these important 

initiatives while meeting the fundraising goals laid out by the 

Diocese of Trenton. 

It is my sincere hope that each of you will take part in this 

process.  Your thoughts and insights will be invaluable in 

shaping our plans for the future of St. Mary of the Lakes. 
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Thank you in advance for your participation as we move 

forward with this endeavor! I look forward to sharing more 

detail in the coming weeks. 

I will instill in us, once again, the spirituality of stewardship, 

that every single thing we have, is God’s. Stewardship 

spirituality continually asks God what is it you want me to do 

with the gifts you have entrusted to me. That’s stewardship – 

stewardship of time, talent and treasure. Until all of us adopt a 

spirituality of stewardship, we will never accomplish all that the 

Lord is asking us to do in the world, which is increasingly in 

need of Him. With these gifts that you have so generously 

shared, we have returned them with increase to the Lord as 

I’ve just shared with you. 

75 Ministries of the Parish and School, and yes, St. Mary 

of the Lakes has shared its gifts generously for the last 75 

years, and has made a return with increase to the Lord. Yet 

God is not done with any of us. There is still so much to do to 

further the kingdom of God on earth. Thank you to all who give 

of their time, their treasure and their talent. May God richly 

reward you for the sacrifices you make to your Church, and I 

for one, am looking forward to many great years at SML, with 
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no other goal than to give greater glory to God. That’s why 

we’re here! 


